
  There were many 

classic Prairie 

styled Wright de-

tails incorporated 

into the hotel.  The 

basic building ma-

terials were wood 

and stucco.  Strong 

horizontal lines, 

low-pitched roof, 

broad overhanging 

eaves, horizontal 

rows upon rows of leaded 

glass windows, leaded glass 

light fixtures and doors, 

vases, and decorative poles, 

the prominent centrally 

located fireplace and chim-

ney, terraces and porches. 

There was a beautiful art 

glass skylight ceiling in the 

lobby. The lobby included 

built-in seating, a large 

semicircular fireplace with 

a semicircular metal sculp-

ture and fireplace andirons. 

   W a l w o r t h 

County is and has 

been the home of 

at least seven 

buildings designed 

by one of this 

country’s most 

famous architects-

-Frank Lloyd 

Wright.  Six of the 

seven were built 

around Delavan Lake 

and include the Penwern 

Boathouse, Wallis Cot-

tage, Ross Summer Resi-

dence, Spencer House 

A.P. Johnson House and 

the Delavan Lake Yacht 

Club which was demol-

ished years ago.  

  The extant buildings are 

“strung” along Delavan 

Lake’s south shore and 

can be easily view from 

the lakeside of each.  

  The seventh Wright 

designed building was 

the Hotel Geneva (as 

shown here in the real 

photo post card)  which 

was located near the out-

let of Geneva Lake.  The 

hotel was demolished in 

1970 after a fire and 

never rebuilt or re-

stored.    

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT AT 150 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT: BIOGRAPHICAL  INFO 

  Frank Lloyd [Lincoln] 

Wright was born June 8, 

1867  in Richland Cen-

ter, Wisconsin and died 

April 8, 1959 in Phoenix, 

Arizona.  He attended 

Madison High School 

and spent two semesters 

at the University of Wis-

consin--Madison where 

he entered as a “special 

student.” His architec-

tural career spanned over 

70 years from the late 

1800’s well into the first 

half of the twentieth cen-

tury.  Of his more than 

1,000 designed structures 

more than half were 

built. (See Wright Bio, 
Page 5) 
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AGRICULTURAL HISTORY . . . 

“THE SOIL IS THE 

GREAT CONNECTOR 

OF LIVES ,  THE 

SOURCE AND 

DESTINATION OF 

ALL .  IT IS THE 

HEALER AND 

RESTORER AND 

RESURRECTOR ,  BY 

WHICH DISEASE 

PASSES INTO HEALTH ,  

AGE INTO YOUTH , 

DEATH INTO LIFE .  

W ITHOUT PROPER 

CARE FOR IT WE 

CAN HAVE NO 

COMMUNITY ,  

BECAUSE WITHOUT 

PROPER CARE FOR IT 

WE CAN HAVE NO 

LIFE . ”  

-WENDELL BERRY 
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WCHS Archives 

WCHS Archives 

WCHS Archives 
WCHS Archives 

Photo by Daryl Jordan 

Fairview 

Lake Geneva 
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WCHS Archives WCHS Archives 

WCHS Archives 

WCHS Archives 

Town of East Troy Town of Spring Prairie 

Turtle Lake 

 

“Farming is 
a profession 

of hope.” 

-Brian Brett 



Note:  The Daughters of 

the American Revolution 

(DAR) is a sisterhood of 

lineal descendants of those 

who fought for American 

Independence during the 

Revolutionary War. The 

DAR is noted for its long-

standing work in preserv-

ing the history of the 

United States.  Circa 1924 

the Wisconsin DAR pub-

lished a book entitled 

SKETCHES OF WISCON-

SIN PIONEER WOMEN.  

The Editor was Mrs. 

George W. Dexheimer who 

was then State Historian 

for the Wisconsin DAR:  

W.D. Hoard & Sons Com-

pany, Fort Atkinson, Wis-

consin.  It is a 188 page 

compilation of sketches of 

the lives and contributions 

of ninety Wisconsin Pio-

neer Women written by 

women in the DAR who 

k n e w  t h e m .   

Amongst these many pio-

neer women are three from 

Walworth County.   What 

follows is one of those 

sketches written about 

Bethania Crandall Dunlop 

of Elkhorn, Wisconsin 

written by Mrs. Ruth 

Wales Isham     “Bethania, 

seventh of nine children of 

Richard Crandall and Abi-

gail Crane( descendant of 

Jonathan Crane, Revolu-

tionary soldier) was born 

at Burdette, Tomkins 

County, New York, De-

cember 28, 1829; she was 

educated at Courtlandville 

Public School and Acad-

emy and taught in the vil-

lage.  Later she attended 

the normal school at Al-

bany from which she 

graduated with honors in 

1849.   

     She came to Walworth 

County, Wisconsin in 

1852.  She then received a 

certificate from Hon. 

Charles M. Baker which 

admitted her to Wisconsin 

teachership and she taught 

in Beloit, Wisconsin. 

     December 21, 1853 she 

married Charles Dunlap, 

then a resident of North 

Geneva and their children 

were born and raised to 

maturity there.  Her mar-

riage and motherhood did 

not withdraw her wholly 

from keenly intelligent 

interest in general reading, 

special study and the pro-

gress of history-making 

events; nor did these mat-

ters of the great work be-

yond her threshold make 

her a whit less the helpful 

wife and careful mother.  

She neither sought nor 

found literary eminence, 

but she was often an un-

known contributor on such 

topics of general interest 

as well befit the pen of a 

clearly-seeing, kindly 

judging, womanly woman-

-and on such topics as 

“Inconsistencies,  Enjoy-

ment of Life, The Old 

Kitchen and its Influence, 

Weeds and Work While 

You Work,” are found 

among her subjects.  For 

many years she wrote of 

the Rural New Yorker.   

     She, like the sturdy pio-

neers worked industriously 

and lived plainly, but they 

were no more averse to 

amusements than their de-

scendants are at this day.  

One particular enjoyment 

was the Donation parties 

which were held during 

the winter.  Every one 

went regardless of his indi-

vidual opinions.  It was 

often noticed with smiles 

that as many as eight ba-

bies were asleep on the 

same bed.  They had little 

money to give but of the 

necessities of life he gave 

with lavish generosity. 

     A trip to town to pur-

chase dry goods and other 

supplies, made in a  lum-

ber wagon with a grass-

hopper seat, as it was 

called, freshened the toil-

ers on the farm,  The 

County Fair was a boon 

not only to the farmers, 

bound to a rut in his meth-

ods, but to the busy 

farmer’s wife it brought a 

needed and healthful 

change. 

     The work of these en-

during spirits opened the 

was for churches, schools 

and other desirable impor-

tant helps to society.” 

 

     (See B. C. Dunlap, page 8) 

 
 
 
 
 

WOMEN IN WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORY 

“ . . . PRESERVE AS FAR AS 

POSSIBLE THE STORY 

OF THOSE STURDY 

MOTHERS OF PIONEER 

DAYS WHO GAVE THEIR 

BEST TO THEIR 

COMMUNITY AND 

STATE ,  AND BY DOING 

SO LEFT NOT ALONE A 

LEGACY WE MAY ENJOY 

BUT AN OBLIGATION 

FOR US TO CARRY ON-

-TO STAND FOR THOSE 

PRINCIPLES OF RIGHT 

LIVING ,  CAREFUL 

JUDGEMENT AND 

LOVING 

CONSIDERATION OF 

OTHERS WHICH WAS 

CHARACTERISTIC OF 

ALL THEIR LIVES . . ” 
-F . C. DEXHEIMER 
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-Bethania Crandall Dunlap 



     A small cemetery lo-

cated on the eastern 

edge of Walworth 

County in the Town of 

Spring Prairie was re-

cently renovated, re-

opened and rededicated 

after over a 130 years  of 

neglect and abandon-

ment. 

This long forgotten 

cemetery has burials that 

may go back as early as 

1835 according to the 

information provided in 

the rededication bro-

chure. 

 Palmer Gardner, the 

first settler in Walworth 

County to break ground 

for farming, is buried 

there as well as more 

than twenty eight other 

identified graves.  Some 

of the unidentified 

graves were only dis-

covered using ground 

penetrating radar by a 

team from Wisconsin 

Lutheran College in 

2010. A total of thirty-

five graves have been 

located on this breezy 

hillside cemetery. 

     Walworth County 

Historica l  Socie ty 

(WCHS) was instrumen-

tal in the reopening in 

that, with work done by 

WCHS Board Member  

Pat Blackmer, a grant 

from the Getzen Fund 

created for work on 

cemeteries in Walworth 

County was applied for 

and granted through the 

auspices of WCHS.  The 

grant was used for main-

tenance, lawn mowing, 

tree trimming and work 

on the driveway to the 

c e m e t e r y ,   

     Ken Amon, long time 

WCHS member was 

also instrumental in the 

project early on as he 

cut out small trees, 

brush, stumps, mowed 

the entire area and aided 

in locating graves sites. 

According to the re-

dedication brochure:  

“In 2014 Bob Stowell 

ceded ownership of the 

cemetery, and by State 

law it reverted to the 

Town of Spring Prairie.  

Since then, the Town 

has put in a road to the 

cemetery, marked all 

known burial sites,  se-

cured additional land for 

parking and has sur-

veyed and mapped addi-

tional sites that can be 

made available to people 

desiring a peaceful, pas-

toral setting for their fi-

nal resting place”.   

started as a draftsman for $8 

per week, he was eventually 

recognized as “The great-

est American architect of 

all time” by the American 

Institute of Architecture in 

1991 

  His tumultuous personal 

life led him through three 

marriages and mysteries 

about murders at his home 

     Wright is know for his 

leadership in the Prairie 

School of Architecture and 

followed a philosophy of 

architecture known as 

“Organic Architecture” 

about which he said,  

“Organic Architecture” seeks 

superior sense of use and a 

finer sense of comfort, ex-

pressed in organic simplic-

ity.”  Although his career 

at Taliesin in Spring 

Green, Wisconsin.  Wright 

believed that: “Life always 

rides in strength to victory, 

not through international-

ism... but only through the 

direct responsibility of the 

individual.” 

  His designs and buildings 

are a testament to his philoso-

phy of life and architecture.  

in Walworth County.   
 

MT. HOPE CEMETERY RE-OPENED AND RE-DEDICATED 

WRIGHT BIO, FROM PAGE 1 

“DON ’T DIE OLD , 

DIE EMPTY .  

THAT ’S THE 

GOAL OF LIFE .  

GO TO THE 

CEMETERY AND 

DISAPPOINT THE 

GRAVEYARD . ” 
-M ILES MUNOE 

PAGE 5 FALL 2017 



     The Annual Meeting 

and Dinner of the Wal-

worth County Historical 

Society will be held 

Tuesday, October 17, 

2017 at Heritage Hall 

103 Rockwell Street, 

Elkhorn, Wisconsin be-

ginning with a social at 

5:30 and Dinner at 6:00 

p.m. with the annual 

meeting and election of 

board members and offi-

cers to follow.   

Dinner  Menu  

Beef Tenderloin  

Chicken Forester (sun-

dried tomato cream sauce) 

Mashed Potatoes  

and Gravy 

Cashew and Seafood Salads 

Glazed Carrots 

Rolls & Butter 

Dessert 

Coffee, Tea, Water.  

Cost per person is: $20.00 

Deadline for signup is Fri-

day, October 6, 2017. 

Send your check payable 

to Walworth County His-

torical Society, P.O. Box 

273, Elkhorn, Wisconsin. 

Consider paying your dues 

for 2018 and possibly be-

yond using the form on 

page 7. 

See You There!! 

which are real photo post 

cards donated by Dan 

Richardson. 

*A small archive of school 

materials used in Wal-

worth County which in-

cluded flash cards and 

scrapbook materials do-

nated by the Loveless fam-

ily. 

*A book found in the col-

  At recent meetings the 

WCHS Board of Directors 

accepted the following into 

the permanent archives: 

*An egg crate once used to 

mail dozens of eggs from 

Troy Center to Milwaukee 

donated by the Schwartz 

family. 

*An archive of over sev-

enty postcards most of 

lection by local author and 

one time First District 

Representative to the 

United States House of 

Representatives Thomas 

R. Amlie entitled THE 

FORGOTTEN MAN’S 

HANDBOOK , 1936. 

*A Holton Company-made 

Coronet with case and 

equipment donated by 

Donald Henderson. 

WCHS ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER OCT. 17TH 

WCHS BOARD ACCEPTS RECENT  DONATIONS 

;)EXAGGERATION POST CARDS ADD HUMOR TO HISTORY;) 

  In the ever-expanding 

post card collection at the 

Doris M. Reinke Resource 

Center we find several ex-

aggeration post cards like 

the one to the right.  Some 

are real photo post cards 

that show airplanes or ani-

mals in places which they 

never were.  All add  a bit 

of humor to our study of 

Walworth County history. 

KEEP CALM 

AND  

STUDY HISTORY 

PAGE 6 THE LEGACY 



NEW OPTIONS 

FOR DUES 

 

Our fiscal year is 
January 1st to De-
cember 31.  Your 
dues are expected by 
December 31 for the 
following year.  We 
are offering two new 
options for payment.  
We feel this will offer 

convenience and in-
centive for payment. 

1) We are offering a 3
-year option at a 
reduced rate.   

 A) Single mem-
bership for three years 
is $40.00  

 B )  F a m i l y 
membership for three 
years is $50.00 

2) Each payment, sin-

gle year or the three 
year payment will be 
entered into a drawing 
for a free one-year 
membership if pay-
ment or checks are 
received or dated be-
fore December 21, 
2017. to be eligible           

(WCHS board mem-
bers are not eligible) 

REGARDING YOUR VALUED MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL 

“WE ARE 

CONSTITUTED SO 

THAT SIMPLE ACTS 

OF KINDNESS , SUCH 

AS GIVING TO 

CHARITY OR 

EXPRESSING 

GRATITUDE , HAVE A 

POSITIVE EFFECT ON 

OUR LONG-TERM 

MOODS .  THE KEY TO 

THE HAPPY LIFE ,  IT 

SEEMS , IS THE GOOD 

LIFE : A LIFE WITH 

SUSTAINED 

RELATIONSHIPS ,  

CHALLENGING WORK , 

AND CONNECTIONS 

TO COMMUNITY . ” 

-PAUL BLOOM 
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WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name(s)__________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

City______________________________State______Zip Code_____________    
E-mail____________________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL 

 ___One Year Single ($15.00)  ___3 Year Single ($40.00) 

 ___One Year Family ($20.00)  ___ 3 Year Family ($50.00) 

              ___Contributing 

              ___Patron 

 ___Donation  $______________ 

 

___ I prefer to receive the newsletter by e-mail 

___I prefer to receive the newsletter by USPS (regular mail) 

Enclosed is my check payable to: 

Walworth County Historical Society 

P.O. Box 273 

Elkhorn, WI  53121 



 9 East Rockwell Street 
P.O. Box 273 

Elkhorn, WI  53120 

Phone: 262-723-7848 
E-mail: walcohistory@tds.net 

WALWORTH COUNTY 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

ances who saw in each 

other warm friend has 

change to more conven-

tional greetings. 

     Cultivation has done 

much to change the face 

of the country, as well as 

to increase the fortunes of 

the tillers of the soil.  The 

rolling prairie and the ad-

jacent woodland is as 

beautiful as ever to the 

practical eye, perhaps 

more so, but the lovely 

wild flowers have disap-

peared.  The cattle that 

grazed over the pastures, 

together with the plow 

and drag have left hardly 

a vestige of the painted 

     As accessible markets 

were opened near their 

homes, some of the open-

handed generosity of the 

old times changed to more 

careful attention to the 

yearly revenue.  The foot 

peddler who carried his 

stock tied up in a couple 

of bandanna handker-

chiefs was no longer en-

tertained over night free 

of cost, that the family 

might look over his sup-

ply of needles, pins, 

thread, and other necessi-

ties, buying carefully of 

him what they needed. 

     The free off-handed 

speech of casual acquaint-

cup, the dainty fringed 

gentian, cardinal flower  

and the lady slipper which 

have given place to the 

weeds of scientific farm-

ing. 

     The fiftieth anniver-

sary of Mrs. Dunlap’s 

wedding finds many 

changes that time has 

wrought; the children 

have each found his own 

station in the busy walks 

of life; the neighbors in 

that pioneer life on the 

farm have long since scat-

tered, many lie in the old 

cemetery on the hill and 

of the Yankee colony 

which entered the land  

B. C. DUNLAP, FROM PAGE 4.. . 

"COLLECTING, PRESERVING AND 

SHARING THE RICH HISTORY OF 

WALWORTH COUNTY" 

W WW.WALC OHIST.ORG  

W Historic Photograph From the Archives 

Doris M. Reinke Resource Center 

 

This September 1932 Journal Staff Photo  shows workers 
in a clay brick factory at Whitewater, Walworth County, 
WI attempting to produce low cost fuel made from peat as 
a part of the emergency relief administration. Photogra-
pher unknown. 

WCHS Archives 

 and settled these fertile  

prairies scarcely one re-

mains. 

     September 24, 1904 

her death came after a 

trying illness. 

  Of her it was written 

“To know her casually 

was to  confide at once in 

her perfect integrity and 

her entire freedom from 

conventional falsehood 

and hollowness.  The 

graciousness of her face 

and manner was the true 

reflection of a heart that 

knew neither deceit nor 

unkindness.” 

For more information  about articles 

and photographs herein, visit the 

Doris M Reinke Resource Center,  

210 Washington Street, Elkhorn, 

Wisconsin 


